THE YOUNG MELBOURNE
Such a character was bound to make a bad wife.
Marriage demands precisely the qualities in which she
was most deficient: dependability, forbearance, above
all a sense of reality. It is impossible for two people to
live on such intimate terms without discovering the
truth about each other's character: and unless they are
ready to accept that truth, they will never get on.
Caroline, unable to understand William and furious if
he understood her, inevitably quarrelled with him,
Further, dissatisfied as she always was by actuality, she
grew soon dissatisfied with the actualities of wedded
life. She loved William as much as she could love
anybody except herself, and at first she found she
could fulfil her dreams by playing die unaccustomed
roles of his wife and pupil. But when the glamour of
novelty wore off, to be succeeded by the light of com-
mon day, she grew restless and discontented.
This discontent was increased by the environment in
which she now lived. The Lambs were the last people
with whom she could feel at home. She was flustered
by their loud voices, offended by their casual manners,
and shocked by their cynicism. Their penetration
made her vanity uneasy; and their common-sense was
always bringing her down to earth with an uncom-
fortable bump. Worst of all, the atmosphere they
created was one in which she felt herself unable to
shine. The Lambs did not believe in heroines and had
no